PRAYAGA.                                         361

mentioned, above p. 353, in connection with the pilgrim's
account of Kanauj.

PRAYAGA.

From Ayamukha the pilgrim went south-east, he tells us, and
after a journey of more than 700 li, crossing to the south of
the Gauges and the north of the Jumna he came to the Po-lo-
ya-ka (Prayaga) country.

There is evidently something wrong in the accounts
which our pilgrim has given of his journeys in these districts.
He applies the name "Ganges", apparently to more than
one river, and it seems probable that his Ayudha and
Ayamukha were on an affluent or affluents of the Ganges
proper. Prom Kanauj he may have made an excursion
to these two cities. From Ayamukha he apparently return-
ed to the Ganges somewhere near Navadevakula, which
was 20 miles to the south-east of Kanauj. Prom the
neighbourhood of this place to Prayaga, going south-east,
is about 140 miles or 700 li. Cunningham seems to take
no notice of the statements in the Records and Life that
Ayamukha was to the east of Ayudha. Moreover he
wrongly represents Yuan-chuang as going by boat all the
way down the Ganges south-east from the latter city to
Ayamukha. So we cannot wonder that he finds it impos-
sible to make distances agree.1

The pilgrim goes on to state that the Prayaga country was
above 5000 li in circuit, and the capital above 20 li in circuit.
This city, which apparently had the same name, he places at the
junction of two rivers (viz. the Ganges and the Jumna). He
praises the country, the climate, and the people. He tells us there
were only two Buddhist establishments and very few Brethren
all Hmayanists. There were some hundreds of Deva-Temples
and the majority of the inhabitants were non-Buddhists.

In a champaka grove to the south-west of the capital was an
old Asoka tope to mark the spot at which the Buddha once
overcame his religious opponents (that is, in controversy). Beside
it were a Buddha-hair-and-nail relic tope and an Exercise ground.
Near the relic tope was an old monastery in which Deva P'usa

i A. G. I. p. 388.